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SUBJECT : FRENCH TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION OF NUCLEAR-POWERED HELICOPTER 
CARRIER ' 

:F : OSR MORNING BRIEFING -t n DEC 74 , CONFIDENTIAL 

FRANCE REPORTEDLY WILL BEGIN BUILDING ITS FIRST NUCLEAR- 
>WERED HELICOPTER CARRIER NEXT APRIL. ACCORDING TO A PRESS SOURCE-, 

I 

IE WARSHIP WILL CARRY UP TO 2S LYNX OR IB SUPER-FRELON HELICOPTERS. 
IE SHIP REPORTEDLY WILL ALSO CARRY SUPER-HARRIER TYPE VTOL AIRCRAFT 
RICH FRANCE HOPES TO BUILD JHB!i.lOINTLY WITH BRITAIN. THE SHIP^ 

I 

ILL BE ASSIGNED TO ESCORT MISSIONS AND TO ANTI-SUBMARINE AND : 

JTI- AIRCRAFT GUARD DUTIES* 

THE AS YET UNNAMED CARRIER IS SCHEDULED TO REPLACE THE 
iNVENTIONALLY POWERED HELICOPTER CARRIER-, THE ARROMANCHES-, WHICH 

,S DECOMMISSIONED LAST JANUARY- THE NUCLEAR-POWERED CARRIER IS 

' 

; 

IPECTED TO BECOME OPERATIONAL IN lUAB. SWHEN COMPLETED-, THE 
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CARRIER WILL BE THE FIRST NUCLEAR-POWERED SURFACE WARSHIP IN ANY 
WEST EUROPEAN NAVY- 

PARIS HAS ALSO INDICATED THAT IT WILL HELP SPAIN BUILD A 
SIMILAR WARSHIP. E2 IMPDET > H 
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